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Pondering’s

Reverend
Sue Strickler
   
Dear Friends,  

Happy Easter!! 
A colleague of mine wrote 

an article about what we celebrate at Easter.  I found it deeply meaningful and would like to 
share part of the article with you. He writes from the perspective of Holy Week.

“These days are about love, a love so full and strong that it can bear rejection 
and suffering and, finally even death in order to be given. These days are about giving, 
a sacrificial giving, that gives so others may have life. 

Jesus explained the nature of this kind of giving and its power when he said, 
“Whoever would save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for my sake and 
the gospels will save it.” The more we try to hold on to life, the more we lose it; the 
more we are willing to give, to sacrifice, the more we are blessed with life. 

The truth of this teaching and the power of this self-giving, sacrificial love is 
what we celebrate on Easter. The one who refused to live defensively whose reckless 
giving looked so foolish, was not a fool at all. The one who didn’t withhold himself but 
gave himself completely for others - to the point of death itself - was not defeated by 
death. No! Instead, God raised him to life, affirming the goodness and the power of 
self-giving love. 
What we celebrate on Easter is the power of self-giving love. 

The self-giving love we celebrate is a challenge and a judgment on how our 
culture calls us to live and priorities and arrangements we’ve settled upon as residents 
of that culture. 
 Our culture calls us to live as individuals, constructing our life as a project, for our 

own benefit; self-giving love calls us to live in relationship, nurturing a community 
through which others are blessed. 

 Our culture calls us to grasp, accumulate, and hold, in the hope of finding life and 
joy and security; self-giving love calls us to let go, share and give, as the way to 
life, joy and security. 

 Our culture calls us to believe that there .is not enough. so we must grasp, 
accumulate, and hold on; self-giving love calls us to believe that God blesses us 
with abundance so that we can dare to give. 

Some beliefs of our culture lead to certain priorities and life-arrangements that are 
self-focused and selfish. The good news of Easter is that we can dare to live with other 
priorities and arrange our lives in ways that we’d never dared consider. 

May God continue to bless us with the daring to see that new way!!  GO IMMANUEL!!!  
(being your cheerleader and greatest fan, I just couldn’t help myself!)

In faith, hope, and love,
Pastor Sue
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I don’t know about you, but every once in a while, I love looking back a year 
to see how much farther we’ve come along the path and journey on which God has 
been guiding us! I’m so proud of Immanuel for being such a leader amongst 
churches!

If you, also, are interested, here is part of last May’s Informer. 
In the past few months God has brought us so many truly amazing gifts and 

opportunities: Rev. Jonna Jensen’s, (our conference staff representative) support and 
encouragement from the very beginning; Cindy Robles and the Visioning Committee’s 
faithful, careful, and thorough work to discern what God was /is calling us to do and be; our 
decision that God was calling us to “do a new thing” and to say “yes” to sharing a pastor 
with St. Matthew Lutheran church; then St. Matthew also making the decision to share a 
pastor with us; Larry Jackson and his “Just4the Boys” neighborhood program needing a 
larger place to meet as we were seeking a way to truly help our neighborhood; the desire 
of Fatimah Al-Amon (a woman from our neighborhood) to be baptized and to join our 
congregation; … and the latest … the very real possibility of having a full time (40hours/
week) Intern pastor from Wartburg Seminary as part of our shared-ministry team in the 
next year. And these are just the highlights! Wow have we been blessed!! Praise God!

We have received such an abundance of blessings and opportunities from God in a 
very short time. And for some it may feel like it like it’s coming too fast. But how can we – 
and, why would we - say “no” to what God is laying right before us? I pray we can continue 
to boldly and confidently follow what and where God is calling us. I pray that we receive 
God’s gifts with deep gratitude and praise. I pray that we might continue to be a true a sign 
of resurrection in our corner of Dubuque. I pray that we hear Jesus whispering in our ear, 
“Do not be afraid.” Let us not forget that we are definitely not being left to our own devices 
in all of this. God is with us – Jesus walks with us – the Holy Spirit is within us every step 
of the way! 
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Treasurer’s Tidbits

General Fund Envelope 
Offerings

Giving Budget Actual Received Over/Under Budget

January-March $16,163 $16,579(3K from MM)* $2,289

General Fund-Revenue /
Expenses

Revenue Received Actual YTD Expense 
Paid

Over/Under Budget

January-March $18,674 $21,691 -$3,017

*Transfer from Money Market



We had some beautiful services as we 
celebrated the Easter season.  Our 
Maundy Thursday at Immanuel was very 
nice with table communion and scriptures.  
We honored Good Friday at St. Matthew 
with bell Choir, vocal choir and scriptures 
with our Tenebrae service.   Immanuel was 
beautifully decorated with Easter lilies for 
our Easter Sunday worship services.  I 
hope you had an opportunity to share in at 
least one of these services as we 
celebrated Christ’s Resurrection.

The Joint search committee has been very 
busy with profiles, taped sermons and 
telephone interviews with several 
prospective candidates who have shown 
interest to be the pastor at Immanuel and 
St. Matthew.  This is a very important time 
at our two churches as we work together to 
find the right fit for our spiritual needs.  We 
ask for your prayers and patience as we 
endeavor to do this task on behalf of our 
memberships.

A meeting was held with Pastor Baldwin 
from Tabernacle of Faith to clarify some 
issues that had been brought to our 
attention.  These concerns were addressed 
and discussed and we were advised the 
Tabernacle of Faith will keep the safety and 
security of Immanuel a priority. Our lease 
with them will continue on a monthly basis.  
If you have any questions we ask that you 
contact one of the members of the 
Executive Committee.  

Today following worship we had delightful 
pot luck to celebrate the end of the Church 
School Season.  The students presented a 
very nice program and they requested the 
offering collected be given to the Red 
Cross to be sent to the people in the 
southern states who have suffered from the 
tornadoes.  We found out on Palm Sunday 
that our children do get something from 
Church School—when asked what Easter 
was about, they said it was not candy, 
bunnies or flowers but Christ’s 
Resurrection.  We appreciate our Church 
School teachers for their dedication to the 
children of our church.

Several from Immanuel attended the 
Ecclesiastical Council for Karen Candee on 

May 10th  when she was accepted for 
ordination by the Eastern Iowa Association.  
She will be circulating her profile and 
awaiting a call to a congregation where we 
know she will do a great job.  She has 
been a huge asset to Immanuel during her 
theological studies and we extend a huge 
THANK YOU for all she has done for us 
over the years. We are so proud of her and 
look forward to hosting and celebrating her 
ordination.

I want to thank Cindy Robles for using her 
time and talents over the last several years 
in being the “Editor” of our Informer.  She 
will be stepping down from that position to 
devote more time to an additional work 
load.  She has done an excellent job and 
we extend our THANKS to her.

CHURCH KEYS—We would like to confirm 
who has keys to the front door of the 
church.  If you have a key to the church 
entry door please contact Charlotte and 
verify that you have it and what the number 
is.  This is very important and it should not 
take you long to do this.  Thank you.

We have had several members of 
Immanuel in the hospital of late.  If you 
want a pastoral call make sure you advise 
the admission office at the hospital of your 
membership at Immanuel and that you 
would like to have them contact the church 
or have a member of your family call the 
office.  We miss knowing when our 
members are hospitalized because we 
have not been contacted.  We ask that you 
keep your fellow members of Immanuel in 
your prayers.

Make sure you check out the articles from 
the various ministries of Immanuel in the 
rest of the Informer to keep up to date on 
the activities and happenings of the church.

I hope to see you in church.  

God’s Blessings,  Dorothy

From the Moderator
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Mission Ministry

One Great Hour of Sharing

Habitat for Humanity Summer Appeal

“Help Heal Japan”

The month of May has been designated by Immanuel, St. Matthew and Apostolic 
congregations to support the recovery efforts in Japan from the terrible devastating 
earthquake and tsunami.  

We will be assisting Immanuel’s  Mariko Wilbricht family in Japan by raising recovery funds 
with the opportunity of purchasing “Help Heal Japan” T-shirts. Price - Youth $12, and Adults 
$15.  Contact Lynn Rusk (556-8330) or Bob Krayer (582-5117) for placing your order.  If 
you prefer, you can give cash contributions to this worthy cause.  Make your check payable 
to Immanuel Church and mark it simply – Japan.  

During the summer months Immanuel as a “covenant congregation” once again will be 
supporting the local efforts of Habitat for Humanity.  Contributions will be collected during 
June, July and August.  Containers, resembling miniature houses, will be located in the 
entryway of the sanctuary for individuals and families to take home for placing their coins 
and dollars throughout the month for bringing to church the first Sunday of the following 
month – July 3, August 7 and September 4.

During last year’s three-month appeal $192.17 was contributed through the miniature 
house collection as part of the designated envelope offering throughout the year’s total of 
$425.00, which went toward the existing habitat exterior home-improvement program.

This year’s collection will go toward the construction of a three bedroom home for a mother 
and two teenage children, and the finishing of the house that was moved to 22nd & Pinard 
to accommodate the construction of the “B” Branch waterway.

Your contributions will make a difference!

Sharing Resources, Changing Lives.

Your gifts for this year’s annual One Great Hour of Sharing appeal were dedicated on 
Sunday, April 3. A record-setting total of $521.70 (including the Youth Bake Sale of 
$229.70) was received. Congratulations to everyone who supported so generously! 

Together through our gifts we support programs that rebuild communities ravaged by 
natural disaster, construct wells and sanitation systems, teach trades and job skills, help 
neighbors suffering from poverty, illiteracy, and illnesses. Also a portion of this year’s 
collection will be distributed to the Japanese survivors of the devastating earthquake and 
tsunami.
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Date Time Attendance
April 3, 2011 10:00 a.m. 37 Adults/5 Children

April 10, 2011 (Palm Sunday) 10:00 a.m. 38 Adults/4 Children

April 17, 2011 10:00 a.m. 70 Adults/19 Children

April 24, 2011 (Easter Sunday) 7:00 a.m. 25 Adults/1 Child

April 24, 2011 (Easter Sunday) 10:00 a.m. 70 Adults/10 Children

April Attendance

Diaconate Ministry

Congratulations to Ernie Schmitt she has volunteered to be our Bell Choir director 
for the time being.

Contact the church office if you have a loved one you want to raised up during the 
May 29th Memorial service.

Pastor Sue and the diaconate committee would like the congregations feed back on 
the Lenten and holy week services.  Such as: What did you think of having 
communion every week during lent? 

What did you think of Maunday Thursday and Good Friday Services?  What were 
the highlights in your Holy week at Immanuel? Those and any other comments can 
be addressed to Pastor Sue or a member of the Diaconate committee.
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Search/Call Committee
The Joint Search/Call committee is moving right along.  Since our beginning we 
have been working our way through a lot of potential profiles in our search for 
your next new Pastor.  We have made contact with over seventeen (17) potential 
candidates thus far; some of which have no longer been available, some didn’t 
quite fit what you have indicated you were interested in, some we are engaged 
with currently and some we have just received profiles with and have not yet 
addressed them even though we have notified them of our intent to contact them 
in the immediate future.  We are so excited to have so many potential candidates 
showing such interest in our Joint Journey but we keep reminding ourselves that 
we need to take our time and listen to God’s guidance so we treat everyone 
equally, with respect and love until we find that one, two or three we will present 
to you for choosing.  For those of you who have served on a Search committee 
before, you know this job takes time and God’s help so please continue to keep 
all of us in your prayers that when we reach this journey’s end,all will be pleased 
with the outcome.  Thank you Lord that You have blessed us to be a Blessing to 
others.  Carol – Co-chair of the Joint Search/Call Committee.  

Hi Folks!  First off; I’d like to thank the Sunday school teachers and leader who have 
been teaching our children all about Jesus and what the True meaning of Easter is all 
about.  If you were not in attendance on Palm Sunday, you missed being witness to a 
wonderful interaction between our Clown Ministry and our Sunday school children as 
the Clowns tried to understand what the true meaning of Easter was all about.  Thank 
you Children and teachers for helping us Clowns find the true meaning of Easter and 
sharing Palm Sunday with laughter and joy!   God Bless you all!  Violet, Joy, and Emmy.  
(This new ministry has come from the heart and creation of our own Clown Violet.  
Thank you Violet for inviting me to be a part of this wonderful new ministry with you.  
Your friend in Christ; Joy.  )

The Vicar Mark committee is still working with Mark as he continues on his journey to 
graduation and his first call.  We are so honored to have Mark working with both our 
churches and delighted to be helpful to him as he completes his studies and plans his 
future journey with God and Heather.  Thank you Mark.
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God grant me the serenity 

to accept the things I cannot change; 
courage to change the things I can;

and wisdom to know the difference.

Living one day at a time; 
Enjoying one moment at a time; 
Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace; 
Taking, as He did, this sinful world
as it is, not as I would have it; 
Trusting that He will make all things right
if I surrender to His Will;

That I may be reasonably happy in this life 
and supremely happy with Him
Forever in the next.
Amen.

http://www.thevoiceforlove.com/voice-of-god.html
http://www.thevoiceforlove.com/voice-of-god.html


 

THE INFORMER
(USPS 259-580)IS
PUBLISHED ONCE A 
MONTH

Sunday Services 10:00 a.m. ; Sunday School will resume in Sept. 

Website: www.immanueluccdbq.org
Phone: 563-582-5168

Pastor: Sue Strickler 
Office Hours: Every Tuesday, first two Thursday’s of the month, last two 
Friday’s of the month.
Home Phone: 608-348-6026 or 888-290-8585

Moderator: Dorothy Krayer
Phone: 563-582-5117

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID AT DUBUQUE, IA
Immanuel 
Congregational 
United Church of 
Christ
1795 Jackson
Dubuque, IA
52001

Postmaster: 
Send address 
changes to:

The Informer
P.O. Box 1002
Dubuque, Iowa
52004-1002

http://www.immanueluccdbq.org
http://www.immanueluccdbq.org

