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DearFriends,     
“Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and receives the impossible.” Anonymous.
Happy New Year - 2011!! 
As one stands on the threshold of a new year, it is good to look back to the old year from 
which one has come. Looking back gives some perspective on the path followed  - the 
opportunities that opened up and the choices made – the path God offered us and how well 
we followed. This gives insight for the path (opportunities and choices) of the new year. What 
does God want us to do? What would Jesus have us do?

So, I was curious. Where were we last year at this time? What were our hopes and dreams 
for 2010? As I read my letter in last year’s January Informer, I had to smile. So much that we 
dreamed of and prayed about did indeed happen!  And you will also see that there is still so 
much to do. Here are the parts I thought you might appreciate reading. 

from 2010 Informer------ Advent, Christmas, and then Epiphany remind me of my time 
with you at Immanuel and the Visioning/Search/Call process we have been and are in 
the midst of. There was Advent - the wandering in the wilderness of the unknown, the 
waiting, wondering of this past year and anticipation of something exciting to come. 

Then came Christmas - the celebration of birth of the Christ Child – the birth of God’s 
gift amongst us! I am hoping and praying that the new direction for Immanuel’s 
ministry (perhaps decided at the Annual Meeting) will feel like an amazing birth – the 
birth of God’s new plan for us – new, tiny, vulnerable, fragile – needing everyone’s 
tender loving care so that it might reach maturity. 

I anticipate that like the birth of a real baby there will be great excitement and relief at 
first when the direction we are seeking is determined. Then a time will settle over us, 
as with a real baby, of “getting used to the new reality” – a time of realizing the time, 
energy, patience and love that this gift will require – that there will be times of 
discouragement and questioning. But the bottom line is that there is no turning back - 
only moving forward. 

This will be the time to remember what Jesus said so often, “Do not be afraid.” This 
will be the time to remember who is on our journey with us and to trust that our 
prayers are heard and answered. This will be the time to make a special effort to love 
each other with the love of Christ – to be positive, to look for the best in each other 
and the decision, to reassure each other, to build up, to stick together and work 
together to make the new direction work.  It will be an exciting and challenging time.  

Beginning January 6, we begin the season of Epiphany. This is the season in which our 
scripture passages encourage us to look for and recognize the Christ in our midst. This 
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means getting into a habit of delighting in where we see Christ in our midst. As Immanuel’s 
“baby” becomes a natural part of our everyday life. This “settling in” and “getting into the 
habit/routine” are the beginnings of transformation. As with human babies, this will be the 
time that we help our gift of a new ministry direction grow into the best it can be. This will 
take lots of our time and energy – but it is the best and right thing to do – and it will be 
worth it. 

Exciting isn’t it?! 

May we have faith to realize that at Immanuel something wonderful is being birthed 
amongst us. Then, may we grow into this precious gift and see God’s love for us in it. … 

With faith, hope, and love, 

Pastor Sue

p.s. 
** This is long, but well worth the reading (I suggest you this it in parts in order to better 
“digest” it). This is a message that Pastor Kathy Wicks shared with her congregation last 
month.  It is written by Peter L. Steinke, who writes for the Alban Institute and is a mentor 
of both Pastor Kathy and myself. It is so good. I hope you will read the whole article and 
take time to enjoy and think about what Peter has to say about church from a bigger point 
of view. (the bolding is mine)

There Once Was a World
by Peter. L. Steinke
There once was a world where the church functioned according to what some have called 
the “attractional” model (others have named it the participatory model). People come to a 
place, consume the spiritual goods, and serve as patrons to “meet the budget.” But a shift 
has happened. North American culture has taken new turns. 

Christendom refers to a period of time when the Christian faith profoundly informed the 
culture. And, in turn, the culture carried the traditions, symbols and rituals of the Christian 
faith. Another often-used term – Post-Christian Era – captures the reality that the 
importance and influence of Christianity in North American society has been in decline for 
at least three decades. In a “post-Christian” world, the church cannot expect favorable 
treatment or higher visibility. 

One could say that a gathering storm – a confluence of factors – has assailed the church 
and its dominant perch on the societal ladder. None of this has to do with the church’s 
internal functioning. The sea change is external or contextual. There once was a world that 
was eager to be hospitable to Christian churches and supported “blue laws,” soccer-less 
Sundays, eating fish rather than meat on Friday, public prayer in schools and at nodal 
events, deferring to clergy by way of discounts, weekly religion sections in urban 
newspapers, and greeting others with “Merry Christmas.” Now, suddenly, with steep 
changes happening in our society, congregations have to ask themselves whether they are 
responding to a world that no longer exists. 

The loss of members, influence, and a sense of mission – the church’s misfortune of the 
moment – resembles the experience of Israel’s exile. The lesson of the present dislocation 
is clear, if still not learned. The era of Christendom is gone. No longer is culture subsidizing 
and supporting churches. 

Today’s rapidly changing world is pressing the church to respond to a shift of paradigms – 
but not for the first time. In previous shifts, the church has both responded slowly and 
responded imaginatively. More than once, much of what people have thought and done 
has had to be reworked. 
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Each shift carried both danger and opportunity. In today’s context, the church is 
challenged by the astonishing pace of change in the world. We are in some ways ill 
prepared to act rapidly, since the church is as an entity made up of people who are 
creatures of nature, subject to seasons, rhythms, and stages. We cannot be mechanically 
geared for shifting quickly. 

Regardless of the nature of change, the church affirms that the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob is the God who has been active in history and who will be active in the future. 
Faced with a strange new world, the church is challenged to be true to its purpose and 
attuned to its context. I believe the paradigm shift of rapid change constitutes a rich 
opportunity for the church. God has set the door open to the future. But the new day is as 
perplexing as it is promising. As Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann explains, “It 
is abundantly and unmistakably clear that we are in a deep dislocation in our society that 
touches every aspect of our lives.”  We are living in a new context where old certainties 
are disappearing, old institutions are less dependable, old assumptions are questionable 
and old neighborhoods are less cohesive. Logically, if not spiritually, we may even have 
to allow for the possibility that these dissociations could be part of God’s new creation. It 
may be God working through the unknown that  contributes to the destabilization of the 
world. God is no stranger to Eden’s deportation, Babel’s scattering, the exodus, the exile, 
and crucifixion. God can be surprising, mysterious, taking history into unexpected turns.

The challenge of change for a congregation on a steady downward slope is precisely to 
redefine and redirect its mission. They have to realize that decline is not an end to 
mission. Yes, they are mere shadows of their past. Yes, rethinking mission is difficult, for 
congregations are burdened by big or deteriorating buildings, smaller staffs, a paucity of 
young families, and a shortage of hope. But expansion is not the sole gauge of mission 
orientation. One problem with this thinking is the belief that, for congregations, all things 
are equal. But congregations are not in the same place, same stage, or same 
circumstance. That’s not reality. 

Congregations may hanker for a technique that will bring about results they want to 
achieve; they want to replicate what has been discovered by someone else. “Give me a 
copy of the wonderful plans.” Seeing what those plans have done for others, they want 
the same result – but without going through the process that got the other to that point. 
The shortcut of imitation certainly bypasses a lot of pain. How churches hunger for 
precisely this situation. 

Meaningful, lasting outcomes are the result of the journey and the learning that 
takes place. Maybe a word of caution should be stamped on all programs: “Not 
transferable.” Transition time is life’s curriculum. Being on the path opens new 
insight; being on the path, not the steps one takes, is the very condition necessary 
for learning. 

The Bible is replete with stories of transition and exile. Jacob, who was always a 
wimpy character, is on his way to meet the brother he tricked and fooled. He struggles 
with an angel on the wet banks of the Jabbok River, and out of the struggle finds strength 
to meet his brother. Jesus spends forty days in the wilderness – alone, hungry, numb – 
and the devil tempts him three times. The process of thinking, testing, and exploring 
contains the lessons. Churches need to remember that no handbook is available on 
freelancing mission. Only by going out, being there, and seeing from a fresh angle 
will the process lead to learning. Discovering how to respond to shifts and 
changes is the learning. Self-confidence is the byproduct. But growth is in the 
struggle, the push, and the journey. 

Pastor Sue
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Mission Ministry

2010 Christmas Fund Offering

Special Get-Acquainted Coffee

Food Pantry Annual Christmas Basket Give Away
A note of “thanks”from the Food Pantry to those who gave hams, other food items and 
money for this year’s Christmas baskets.  With your support and the support of the 
community, the Food Pantry was able to distribute over 500 Christmas baskets of food to 
needy families.  This is truly the spirit of Christmas.  Thank you!

The Special Get-Acquainted Coffeewith the Tabernacle of Faith Apostolic congregation 
(originally scheduled Sunday, Dec. 12 and cancelled due to weather) is being rescheduled 
Sunday, January 16 the gym before and after our 10:00 a.m. worship service.  This will be 
a wonderful opportunity for our two congregations to become better acquainted while 
enjoying treats, coffee and conversation.  Please join us for this fellowship event!

This year’s offering is being rescheduled Sunday, January 16(originally scheduled 
Sunday, December 12 and cancelled due to weather).  Your gifts are still very much 
needed to help the growing number of clergy retirees and their families experiencing 
difficulty in meeting increasing cost of paying their bills from long-term illness and nursing 
home care.  You have been most generous in your past response to this appeal; for 
example, in 2009 you donated $268.  Special envelopes are located in the pew holders for 
your convenience.  Thank you!

2011 Souper Bowl Sunday
Once again Immanuel, in conjunction with the Super Bowl on Sunday, February 6, 2011, 
is collecting cans of soup and dollars/coins to assist the Dubuque Food Pantry in providing 
food for the hungry. Please bring your contribution to the worship service at that time. 

 Immediately following the worship service join in the “PRE-GAME PARTY”  gym.  
There will be snacks, sandwiches, homemade soup, beverages, fellowship and just plain 
FUN.  Bring you cans of soup, enjoy, and prepare to root for your favorite team while 
sharing with the hungry.  If you are unable to join us on Sunday, February 6, bring your 
cans of soup and/or your donation of money earlier.   Merely, place your cans of soup in 
the grocery cart located in the entryway and mark your team if known at that time.  If you 
are giving a cash donation, please place in an envelope and mark for the “Souper” Bowl 
and drop in the collection plate. 

 Incidentally, this will be our ninth consecutive year of remembering the hungry in the 
community, and you have been most generous over the years!  Last year (2010) was 
another great success  – 203 cans of soup(New Orleans Saints 158, Indianapolis Colts 
45).  Cash donations included $252.00 as well as 34 cans of vegetables and fruit and 
numerous food items.  A great response!
 What a wonderful way to enjoy a day – attending worship service, the “pre-game 
party” in the gym, and watching the game later in the day while sharing your donations of 
soup and dollars/coins to feed the hungry in the community.

 Let’s continue this tradition of filling our soup kettles with soup and money 
while enjoying the game.  Thank you!



What a great Christmas program put on by 
the youth of Immanuel and St. Matthew! 
This truly was a great experience the youth 
are/will continue to have with each other. 
The friendships are building between the 
two churches which is so fun and exciting 
to see. We then followed up the program 
with a great time of food and fellowship 
between the two churches to Celebrate 
Jesus birth. We are starting on a great 
journey together and for me I saw what we 
can do if we all work together and embrace 
the “joining” of the two churches. We are all 
working together to serve Him!

What an exciting time for our church and 
our youth are the future! We are coming to 
the time when we are looking for new 
members to serve on our boards. I know 
our board has 1 if not two positions and I 
would like to encourage you to seriously 
pray and consider where/what God has in 
mind for you! If you are interested in 

serving please talk to one of us on the CE 
board!

Also we do have an upcoming family event 
on Friday, January . We will be watching 
the movie UP, there will be a meal available 
for purchase as well by the youth group. 
This way you can have a night out as a 
family without worrying about what to fix 
quickly for supper. I hope you will all join 
us, even if you don’t have any young 
children. This will be a great, fun time for 
our church families to fellowship and have 
fun together!

We are looking forward to another fun, 
eventful year!

Hope you all have a wonderful 2011!

Christian Education Ministry
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The deadly cholera epidemic in Haiti 
has already killed more than 2,400 
people (including children) and is 
continuing.  Dr. John Strickler (Pastor 
Sue’s husband) will be going to Haiti in 
late February, and will be able to carry 
water purification kits with him.  In late 

January and early February, the Mission 
Ministry will be assembling these kits.  
More specifics about the ingredients 
necessary and the instructions will be 
forthcoming in the February Informer and 
the weekly Bulletin Inserts.  This will be an 
all-church effort!
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Date Time Attendance
December 5, 2010 10:00 a.m. 42 Adults/16 Children

December 19, 2010 10:00 a.m. 50 Adults/20 Children

December 24, 2010  6:00 p.m. 108 Total

December 26, 2010 10:00 a.m. 24 Adults/2 Children

December Attendance

Diaconate Ministry

Ushers and Greeters

If you are a greeter or usher, please be at the church 20-30 minutes before worship.  
Please feel free to contact any one of us if you have any questions regarding this list.  If  
you are unable to be here when you are scheduled, please let a Diaconate member 
know at least two (2) weeks in advance so we can get your replacement.  
              
FOR JANUARY THE COMMITTEE IS LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD MEN WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN WHO WOULD LIKE TO BE A GREETER SUHER OR SERVER AS 
WE ARE IN DIRE NEED OF HELP IF INTERESTED PLESE CONACT A MEMBER OF 
THE DIACONATE COMMITTEE.

Tthe Diaconate committee would like to thank the volunteers who decorated the 
sanctuary November 27th.  Look for an announcement at Church when we will 
take down the Christmas decorations

We would like to thank Eileen Ball for her assistance in scheduling the greeters ushers 
and servers starting January 2011.  Way to go Eileen

Remember if you are ill or a shut in or want a home visit to 
Contact the Church office and leave a message for 
Pastor Sue at 582-5168.

Also we are continuing to look for new members for our church choir
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Treasurer’s Tidbits
General Fund Envelope 
Offerings

Giving Budget Actual Received Over/Under Budget

January-November $60,408 $54,729 -$5,679

General Fund-Revenue /
Expenses

Revenue Received Actual YTD Expense 
Paid

Over/Under Budget

January-November $64,308 $71,901 -$7,593

   Even though the Finance Ministry did not meet in December, all of the bills have been 
paid for the calendar year.   We have had quite a bit of snow already this year and we feel 
our snow removal will be higher this year with such an early start. As you are making out 
your “Faith Gives” card, think about how the expenses will increase in a lot of areas this 
year. We hope you can increase your giving to the general budget.  We will be approving 
our 2011 budget at the January 23rd annual meeting.  It is that time of year when we need 
to think about how all of us can share our time, talents and treasures for the support of 
Immanuel.  We will need to elect some new board representatives at our Annual Meeting on 
January 23, 2011.  We need additional people to step up and help with the everyday 
activities of Immanuel.  If all of us work together it won’t be such a big job for just a few.

Make sure you thank all of the people who have been taking such good care of our facilities 
again this past year―Art Miller, Donna Kramer, Dee Hinds, Jerry and Marilyn Frederick and 
Bill Meissner.  The dedication of secretary Charlotte Heitkamp;  choir director and organist 
Ernie Schmitt; treasurer Kim Brandt; and Karen Candee’s visitation and distribution of 
communion to our shut-ins is greatly appreciated as well.  Give them all “a big thanks” 
when you see them.

2011 will be a great year for Immanuel and St. Matthew as our joint search committees are 
working together to develop the best profiles possible to help us find the pastor to serve as 
our Spiritual Leader in the future.  We have been so blessed to have Pastor Sue these past 
two years and appreciate her staying on to help us through this transition period.

As we prepare for 2011, we send our Best Wishes for a healthy and prosperous New Year 
from the Finance Ministry Board―John Brimeyer, Rob Goedert, Dorothy Krayer, Don 
Lenstra and Bob Smith.

SEE YOU IN CHURCH!
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