
Pastor’s 
Pondering’s

Reverend
Sue Strickler
   

Dear Friends,    

In the midst of all that is presently going on within our congregation I have happened 
upon many helpful scripture passages, devotionals and other readings. I thought I’d share 
three with you. The first is a passage from the Bible. Micah 6:8 “What does the Lord require 
of you? Do justice. Love kindness. And walk humbly with your Lord.”
The second is from a plaque in my office. It is titled 

“ABC’s of Life”.

Accept differences * Be kind * Count your blessings * Dream * Express thanks * Forgive 

* Give freely * Harm no one * Imagine more * Jettison anger * Keep confidences * Love 

truly * Master something * Nurture hope * Open your mind * Pack lightly * Quell 

rumors * Reciprocate * Seek wisdom * Touch hearts * Understand * Value truth * Win 

graciously * Xeriscape * Yearn for peace * Zealously support a worthy cause

The third is this devotional from January 25 of the UCC  on-line Daily Devotionals. It 
is a reflection on Psalm 27: 7-14 written by Tony Robinson that I believe speaks to the 
passion of many for our new vision of what Immanuel Congregational could become. 

“Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies”
 (Ps. 27:7-14)

“Who are your enemies? Do you have enemies? Sometimes, you get the impression 
that success in being a Christian would be being so nice as not to have any enemies 
whosoever. Being a good Christian means being liked by all, being sort of like the “most 
popular student on campus.” Really? 
“Scripture is forever mentioning our enemies. Here the Psalmist prays that God would lead 
him “on a level path because of my enemies.” Jesus did not say, “Don’t have any enemies.” 
He said, “Love your enemies.” 
“While setting out to make enemies is certainly not the point, standing for something and 
making a difference will probably make you some enemies. 
“Early in ministry I was stunned, frankly, by the number of people in one congregation who 
were disturbed by my leadership. I sought the counsel of a mentor who listened to my 
bewildered complaint. He then said, “If you’re not making some enemies, you’re probably 
not doing your job.” Are we, my Christian brothers and sisters, doing our job?
“But the Psalmist, and Jesus, recognize that having enemies, which may come with the 
territory of faithfulness to Christ and his way, also brings with it spiritual danger. If we enjoy 
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having enemies or focus overly much upon them, we are in danger of falling. Hence, the 
Psalmist prays, “Lead me on a level path because of my enemies.”
“Dare to live in such a way that you could actually tick someone off. And don’t ever think 
that is the point. The point is not to have enemies. It is to live a life so centered in God and 
God’s way that it just might happen. 

“PRAYER: Grant me the courage, Lord, to live in a way that makes a difference, even 
makes enemies. And grant me the grace, if not to like, then to love my enemies. Amen.”

With the faith and the greatest hope, and love, 

Pastor Sue
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I want to thank you all not only for your prayers this past Tuesday as I met with 
the Committee on Ministry, but for your prayers, opportunities, love, and support over the 
years that have helped equip me for God’s call on my life.  Each of you has played a role 
in shaping and equipping that call.  Below you will see a portion of the email sent to me 
from Jeff Wartgow, who is the chair for the Committee on Ministry.  I am grateful that it 
took a second meeting with the committee to get to this point because I spoke with 
conviction, confidence, and clarity that was lacking the first time around.  Each step 
along the way helps equip me more fully for God’s call on my life. If anyone would like to 
see my paper I can email you a copy or I will have one copy here at church that you can 
read it here or sign it out and return it for others to read.  I will be happy to have any 
prayers of support on April 10th and would welcome the presence of any who are 
interested in attending the meeting of April 10th .
I thank God for you and your ministry.  May God continue to bless you, your ministries, 
and the ministries’ of this church as you continue to answer God’s call on your lives, 
both individually and as the Body of Christ.

In Christ’s Love, 
Karen L. Candee

Dear Karen,
 

I'm sure you'll be hearing from Nancy, too, but I'm happy to inform you that the 
Committee on Ministry has approved you for an Ecclesiastical Council.  We very much 
appreciate all of your hard work and for taking the time to meet with us.  We enjoyed 
discussing your paper with you and are pleased to be able to celebrate your gifts for 
ministry.

We are planning to this year incorporate Ecclesiastical Councils into our 
Annual Association Meeting to be held at Peace Church in Bennett on April 10th.  
At that time I will be offering some introductory remarks and introducing you.  We would 
like to ask you to offer a ten minute presentation that highlights three areas of your 
paper that you find most meaningful.  Following that, those present will be invited 
to share in dialogue with you about your paper.  A copy of your paper will be made 
available to all.

Thank you from Karen Candee
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A NEW YEAR FOR US!  Our first meeting of 2011 will be at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 
February 3.  Our guests will be the ladies from St. Matthew.  Sister Ruth Fagan will speak 
about her trip to Honduras to help in their water project.  Of course, we will have our 
usual fellowship and lunch.  If you haven't had our meetings on your calendar it is time to 
find out what you have been missing.  See you there?

Women’s Fellowship

Here we are at the start of another exciting year at Immanuel!  A huge THANK YOU to 
Cindy Robles for the fine leadership she gave us as moderator during 2010.  It was a 
very challenging year.  All of the ground work has been laid. Now it is up to all of us to 
keep this momentum going and continue to move Immanuel forward.  The profile for 
Immanuel is ready for the joint search committee of Immanuel and St. Matthew to 
review and forward to the appropriate church offices.  God has been with us and we will 
continue to keep Him at the center of all of our decisions.  Hopefully we will be able to 
really celebrate  with St. Matthew by the end of the year.

Thank you to all of the members who volunteered to serve on the different ministries of 
Immanuel during 2011.  At our first council meeting we elected the following officers:  
1st Vice-Moderator- Carol Coates; 2nd Vice-Moderator-Sally Miller and Secretary-Ruth 
Kruse.  These people along with the Moderator and Pastor Sue as ex-officio will serve 
as the Executive Committee for this year.  We will be meeting monthly to set the agenda 
for the council meeting which will be on the 4th Monday evening of each month.

As directed by congregational vote at the annual meeting, the council will be meeting 
with representatives from the Tabernacle of Faith Church to clarify their rental contract .  
We look forward to working together with them to make our neighborhood a better place 
for everyone.

The contract with Vicar Mark Doidge was made at the lower rate because they had 
health insurance coverage for he and Heather.  They no longer have health insurance 
coverage.  As part of our support for Vicar Mark we will be having a directed free will 
offering on Sunday, February 13 and Sunday, February 20.  If you are interested in 
donating to this insurance fund you can mark your contribution for that purpose and it 
will go on your giving record.  Any money collected by St. Matthew and Immanuel will 
be matched by an anonymous donor up to $3000.  If you have any questions, contact 
me.

Make sure you check out the articles by the different ministries in this Informer.  It is 
your way of knowing what is happening at Immanuel each month. There are many in 
our church family who need prayers and good wishes.  Winter is a difficult time. Send a 
greeting to brighten their day.

I look forward to seeing all of you in church.  If I can be of any help to any of you, please 
feel free to contact me.

God’s Blessings.
Dorothy

From the Moderator
 Dorothy Krayer  
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Mission Ministry

Mission Ministry Expansion
In the continuation of community mission outreach, the Mission Ministry is expanding its 
membership to include representatives from the Tabernacle of Faith Apostolic and St. 
Matthew Lutheran congregations. Both congregations have a desire to become involved in 
community outreach.  Since Immanuel has an established community outreach, we are 
most happy to have both of these congregations join with us in consolidating our efforts in 
this venture.  (Kay Coyle, Bob Krayer, Monica Meissner, Lynn Rusk and Sarah Welbes)

2011 Souper Bowl Sunday
Once again Immanuel, in conjunction with the Super Bowl on Sunday, February 6, 2011, 
is collecting cans of soup and dollars/coins to assist the Dubuque Food Pantry in providing 
food for the hungry. Please bring your contribution to the worship service at that time. 

 Immediately following the worship service join in the “PRE-GAME PARTY”  gym.  
There will be snacks, sandwiches, homemade soup, beverages, fellowship and just plain 
FUN.  Bring you cans of soup, enjoy, and prepare to root for your favorite team while 
sharing with the hungry.  If you are unable to join us on Sunday, February 6, bring your 
cans of soup and/or your donation of money earlier.   Merely, place your cans of soup in 
the grocery cart located in the entryway and mark your team if known at that time.  If you 
are giving a cash donation, please place in an envelope and mark for the “Souper” Bowl 
and drop in the collection plate. 

 Incidentally, this will be our ninth consecutive year of remembering the hungry in the 
community, and you have been most generous over the years!  Last year (2010) was 
another great success  – 203 cans of soup(New Orleans Saints 158, Indianapolis Colts 
45).  Cash donations included $252.00 as well as 34 cans of vegetables and fruit and 
numerous food items.  A great response!
 What a wonderful way to enjoy a day – attending worship service, the “pre-game 
party” in the gym, and watching the game later in the day while sharing your donations of 
soup and dollars/coins to feed the hungry in the community.

 Let’s continue this tradition of filling our soup kettles with soup and money 
while enjoying the game.  Thank you!

One Great Hour of Sharing (O.G.H.S.) Annual Appeal - April 3, 2011

Sharing Resources, Changing Lives 
Just a reminder that In the Spring of every year, the members and friends of Immanuel 
are asked to open their hearts to help people around the world with their  gifts to One 
Great Hour of Sharing.  Watch for information on this appeal in the March Informer along 
with date of the Youth Bake Sale.

Cholera Epidemic in Haiti

The deadly cholera epidemic in Haiti has already killed more than 2,400 people (including 
children) and is continuing.  Dr. John Strickler (Pastor Sue’s husband) will be going to 
Haiti in late February, and will be able to carry water purification kits with him.  In late 
January and early February, the Mission Ministry will be assembling these kits.  More 
specifics about the ingredients necessary and the instructions will be forthcoming in the 
February Informer and the weekly Bulletin Inserts.  This will be an all-church effort!
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Finance Ministry
The Finance Ministry met on 1/24/11. Members in attendance were John 
Brimeyer, Rob Goerdt, Don Lenstra, Dorothy Krayer and Bob Smith. 

The furnace in the foyer was repaired. The basketball backboard will be fixed by 
spring. Other minor maintenance deferred to better weather includes painting the 
ceiling over the stairway and cleaning the storage/computer room. 

We discussed the lease with Tabernacle of Faith. More on this after our meeting 
with them on 1/31/11. 

Thanks to Dorothy for her time with our board and good luck to her in her new 
position as Moderator. Dave Brenner has agreed to fill her position on our board.   
Kim Brandt is leaving her position as Treasurer 3/1/2011. Thanks Kim for the 
excellent job you did for Immanuel.  We want to welcome Sally Miller for 
volunteering to become our new Treasurer. As Kim knows this is a time 
consuming behind the scenes job that is very important to our church. God bless 
Sally as she assumes her new duties.

 Respectfully submitted, Robert Smith, Chairman-Finance Ministry. 

We are so glad to have a couple new members join us on the CE board.  
Welcome to Tanja Goedert and Janice Smith!  We will truly miss Dee Hinds and 
Donna Kramer.  Thank you so much for serving on our board for so many years!  
We are looking forward to a busy, eventful year.  We are hoping to add some 
more fun events to our list of things we do, as well as continue with some of the 
ones we’ve always done.  Below you will see some of the events we have 
already scheduled, please put them on your calendar!  

  Sunday School Celebration @ Immanuel - Sunday May 1st, 11:15 a.m
  Sock Hop - Friday, September 9th @ 6:00 pm
  Trash and Treasure sale - Saturday, October 1st 
  Advent Event –Sunday, December 4th at 11:15am
  Sunday, December 18th – Christmas Program with St. Matthew

We elected our new officers Maurine Harris will continue as the chair, Janice 
Smith will be our Co Chair, and Alisha will continue as Secretary.    We are 
looking forward to a wonderful year for the CE board and our church!
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Date Time Attendance
January 2, 2011 10:00 a.m. 38 Adults/1 Child

January 9, 2011 10:00 a.m. 51 Adults/14 Children

January 16, 2011 10:00 a.m. 45 Adults/9 Children

January 23, 2011 10:00 a.m. 60 Adults/15 Children

January 30, 2011 10:00 a.m. 38 Adults/4 Children

January Attendance

Diaconate Ministry

Ushers and Greeters

If you are a greeter or usher, please be at the church 20-30 minutes before worship.  
Please feel free to contact any one of us if you have any questions regarding this list.  If  
you are unable to be here when you are scheduled, please let a Diaconate member 
know at least two (2) weeks in advance so we can get your replacement.  

                                                           Sunday, February 6
    Greeter:  Dee Hinds          
    Ushers:  Art & Sally Miller    
               Communion Servers:  Art & Sally Miller
                                                Ken & Maurine Harris 
    Lay Reader:  Karen Candee      
              
     Sunday, February 13
    Greeter:  Doris O’Brien         
    Ushers:  Bob & Mariko Wilbricht   
    Lay Reader:  Carol Coates         

     Sunday, February 20
    Greeter:  Kelsey Rusk        
    Ushers:  Bob & Lynn Rusk   
    Lay Reader:  John Strickler      

     Sunday, February 27

    Greeter:  Cathy Bennett    
    Ushers: Don & Vicki Lenstra
    Lay Reader:     
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Members Present
Jim Bailey, Vickie Anderegg, Bob Miller, Janaan Wolf, Art Miller Dave Theis*, Jerry 
Walsh, Carol Coates, Ken Harris, Cynthia Robles*, Janice Smith, Kelsey Rusk, Alisha 
Miller
Business:
Carol called the meeting to order at 5:50pm, reading a devotional out of the upper room 
based on Luke 4:16-19
Art Miller motioned to approve minutes.  Janice Smith mentioned that her name was 
spelled incorrectly in the minutes.  Vicki Anderegg seconded the motion with the 
corrections being made.
We went over Immanuel’s and St. Matthew’s profiles.  

 Questions regarding profiles.
 Are background checks required?  Who’s responsibility?

 We only checked up to nine years on our profile, will we see candidates 
 outside of this range?
 Ask Johnna can we suggest names of people we would like to suggest 
 apply for this position?
    What are our top priorities and difference?
 Youth/Elderly ◊involved in educational ministries, youth ministries, and 
            family ministries
 Organized/Leader
 Social get togethers

 Qualities of a Pastor:
•  Community minded
•  Enthusiastic
•  Good communicator
•  Nurturing/caring
•  Flexible
•  Open minded
•  Sense of humor
•  Organizational skills
•  Experience with conflict management
•  Good listener
•  Outreach/mission minded

Next steps
 Show Johanna/Darrell Garrietts from conferences our profiles, summaries and 
our common document stating our “job description”.  

Goals: Finalize profiles by February 15th

  At next meeting work on  common agreement, finalize by 1st meeting in 
  February
  Start looking at proflies
Vicar/Intern
 We need to mention in plan that there will also be a vicar or intern.  We need to 
look into how to get the ball rolling to hire one when Vicar Mark leaves.  Who is going to 
make the calls to UDTS and Wartburg?

Next meeting is Set for January 20th , 5:45 pm @ St. Matthews
 Homework: Read through profiles, work towards a short write up on what we 
want/need in a pastor(characteristics, ministry skills, what both churches are bringing to 
this)
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Dates to Remember:
   December

February 6: Souper Bowl Sunday
February 28: All Ministries Meet and Council

Choir Practice: Wednesday’s at 6:30 p.m.
Bell Choir Practice: Wednesday’s at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Services 10:00 a.m. ; Sunday School 10:00 - 11:15 a.m.
Website: www.immanueluccdbq.org
Phone: 563-582-5168

Pastor: Sue Strickler 
Office Hours: Every Tuesday, first two Thursday’s of the month, last two 
Friday’s of the month.
Home Phone: 608-348-6026 or 888-290-8585

Moderator: Dorothy Krayer
Phone: 563-582-5117
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