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Dear Friends, 
My visit to Jake (our 

youngest son) in California a couple of weeks ago, was so relaxing and refreshing. It was 
Jake’s last spring break in California as he will be graduating from graduate school in May. 
The climate in Monterey, California is my ideal -  mostly sunny with highs between 60 and 
about 75.  January through March is the “rainy season” so when I arrived everything was lush 
– green grass and all sorts of flowers in full bloom. 

So, when I arrived back home on the 23rd, I was ready for spring!  This year spring 
has been slow in coming out here on “Hayburner Hill”. Finally, in just the last few days the 
daffodils and tulips have begun poking their heads out of the soil, and there are actually a few  
blades of green grass in our yard. I am so anxious for spring and it’s hard to wait. But I must 
wait. And, I know that my eager anticipation will make the final full bloom of spring even more 
glorious in my eyes. It’s kind of like how much more delicious Thanksgiving dinner tastes if 
you have skipped breakfast and lunch.

Back in California on Sunday, March 20 Jake and I decided to go to the Unity Church 
a few blocks from where he lives. I’d never been and was VERY curious. This denomination 
might best be described as “New Age Spirituality”. It was such an interesting experience. 
They have an ordained minister who leads worship but that’s about where the similarity with 
what we call worship ends. This symbol outside the church was a clue to how different it is.  
The cross is in the midst of this symbol, but as you can see there is a star of David (Judaism), 
the ying and yang (Taoism); the tree of life (Buddhism), the bear and eagle’s wings (Native 
American Spirituality), and the ankh (ancient Egyptian spirituality)! The sign in front of it says 
“One Mountain Top – Many Paths to the Sacred”. I think that is a beautiful concept of the 
vastness of love of God.
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In the service there were readings from Hindu, Buddhist and Christian Holy 
Scripture.  The minister’s sermon was inspiring, but for me I was left with a hunger for 
more …..Jesus.  

And as it turns out I think Lent is a perfect time to be hungering for more Jesus. It 
has made me ponder more deeply my relationship with Christ. It has strengthened that 
relationship. And I know that this year’s Easter celebration of Christ’s resurrection will be 
even more glorious for me. 

Lent is that time of year set aside for us to prepare for Easter. The “burying of the 
alleluias” (and Gloria Patri), the bare branches in the windows, the foundational stories 
from the Hebrew Scripture are there to set the stage to help us focus on deepening our 
relationship with God, in Jesus Christ so that Easter will be even more glorious and more 
meaningful. 
 I pray that the last days of this year’s Lenten season be meaningful for you in new 
and powerful ways. 

With great anticipation and hope,
Pastor Sue 
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Christian Education Ministry
Thank you all so much for your support of the youth’s One Great Hour of Sharing Bake 
Sale  We made $229.70 and had a lot of fun baking together. 
It’s hard to believe that the summer break for Sunday School is right around the corner.  
Our last day of Sunday School will be on Sunday, May 1st with our traditional picnic 
following the service.    However this year we decided to try something new and have the 
picnic right at church. Please mark your calendars as we would love to see everyone 
there.    We are planning on having some games and activities going on as well as the 
meal.  We will provide the chicken, table service and drinks.  All you need to bring is a dish 
to pass and yourselves.
We are also busy preparing for Vacation Bible School as well.  Not only is this an 
opportunity for the children to get involved it is also an opportunity for you to get involved 
and see the future of our churches!  Vacation Bible School is going to be held at St. Luke’s 
on June 27th-July1st.  Supper will run from 5:30-6:00 with Bible school from 6:00-8:00.  
How can I help you ask?  Well we will be providing a meal one night and will need 
donations for the meal, people to cook, serve, and clean up.  We also will need volunteers 
for crafts, recreation, skits, a storyteller, teachers and helpers.  You do not need to 
volunteer every night, so please pray about it and see if God calls you to help.  

An opportunity to serve

Might you be interested in becoming a mentor for a child at Fulton School—or another 
school near you?  The special attention and encouragement from an adult friend for an 
hour or less a week can make a big difference in a child's life.You can get more 
information from Pastor Kathy Wicks (582-7477) or Jim Bailey and Judy Bailey 
(557-1793 or jimjudybailey@gmail.com ), who have been mentors this year.  Joe Streit, 
mentoring coordinator for the school district and counselor at Fulton, can provide 
application forms.  (552-3650 or jstreit@dubuque.k12.ia.us )

mailto:jimjudybailey@gmail.com
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As I am writing this it is quite cloudy and 
about 45 degrees outside.  I am very much 
looking forward to the nicer spring weather 
when all of God’s beauty comes to life.  At 
Immanuel we are preparing for the Easter 
celebration.  Our special worship services 
will be -- Palm Sunday at 10:00 a.m. when 
we receive the palm crosses made by the 
Women’s Fellowship; Maundy Thursday at 
6:30 p.m. in the gym with table 
communion; Good Friday at St. Matthew at 
6:30 p.m. and Easter Sunday at 7:00 am. 
And 10:00 a.m. Along with these special 
services we will be having a Palm Sunday 
Brunch immediately following worship on 
Sunday, April 17th.  There will be a free will 
offering taken for this event.  I hope each of 
you will be able to participate in one of 
these upcoming special events as we 
commemorate Christ’s resurrection.

The Boards have been busy doing the 
business of the church.  Plans are being 
made for a special event at Immanuel for 
the last day of church school May 1st by 
the CE Board.  The May Fest with a prime 
rib dinner will be on May 6th. The Finance 
Board is checking on our investments to 
make sure we are getting the best rates 
while still being prudent with the money we 
have on hand.  Mission Board is making 
sure we are doing our part to make life 
better for people in our community as well 
as around the world.  Keep an eye out—
you will be seeing things happening here at 
Immanuel.

The joint call/search committee has been 
meeting weekly.  We have been checking 
profiles, doing telephone interviews and 
listening to taped sermons.  We ask for 
continued prayers for this committee as 
they are being very thorough in this 
process.  As a member of this committee I 
am very pleased at how well we are 
working with St. Matthew in this process 
which is new to both of our congregations. 
We know if we keep God at the center of 
our discussions we will be doing the right 
thing for our churches.

On behalf of the Donald Krayer family I 
want to thank all of you for your prayers 
and condolences on his recent death.  Your 
expressions of sympathy were very much 
appreciated by Martha, Beth, Michelle and 
Bob.  We have several members of 
Immanuel who have been ill or recently 
hospitalized so remember in your prayers 
all of our members and ask God to wrap 
his loving arms around us all and keep us 
well and safe.  Bobby and Mariko 
Wilbricht’s family in Japan was greatly 
affected by the recent earthquake and 
tsunami there.  We extend our love and 
prayers to them that their lives will soon be 
back to normal.

Please make sure you check out the 
reports from the various boards and 
committees in the rest of the Informer.  

I hope to see all of you at worship during 
this beautiful spring Easter Season.

God’s Blessings,
Dorothy Krayer

From the Moderator
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On Monday, March 28, 2011 the J4B and J4G sponsored a March against Violence by 
walking from the Church to Comiskey Park. Over 40 people were in attendance. This 
was a very spiritual event as well as an event that was focused on awareness of 
violence. Larry Jackson gave a wonderful message on how we are called as Christians 
to take a stand on these types of issues. Everyone in attendance had been affected by 
violence either personally or who knew someone that had been affected. After the march 
there was a performance by two gentlemen from the Kingdom Ministries Church on 
Jackson Street. This was a mime performance that was very moving.. I would like to 
know what a blessing this was to witness people come together in the neighborhood and 
in our church to make a difference. I look forward to another event in 
October. 

March Against Violence
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Mission Ministry

One Great Hour of Sharing

Mother’s Day Blankets

Expanded Mission Ministry

The Mission Ministry has expanded its membership to include representatives from St. 
Matthew Lutheran Church and Tabernacle of Faith Apostolic Church.  Together all three 
congregations will be able to increase community outreach efforts in the downtown area 
through participation in various programs and activities.  Some of the opportunities for 
volunteerism “and making a difference” include:

•  Bridges for Poverty Weekly Seminars
•  Homeless Housing Search
•  Elementary School Mentoring
•  Wading Pool/Container Gardens
•  Neighborhood Spring and Fall Cleanup
•  McGraw-Hill Neighborhood Beautification Project
•  Foods Resource Bank Fundraisers
•  AmeriCorps Service Projects
•  Habitat for Humanity
•  Neighborhood Family Activities (Block Party & Ice Cream Social)

Will you share a blanket with a needy mother and child?

The Mission Board is promoting the annual Mother’s Day Blanket Program again this year.  
Members and friends of Immanuel with the purchase of a blanket for $5.00 as a gift or a 
memorial can provide warmth for a mother and a child.  Orders for these blankets can be 
made before and after worship services on Sunday, April 17 & 24 and May 1.  These 
blanket donations will be dedicated on May 8 – Mother’s Day and distributed by 
Church World Services to the many mothers, children and families experiencing disaster in 
this country and overseas.  Orders for blankets can also be mailed to the church office, 
P.O. Box 1002.  Be sure to note the donor and person(s) being honored or memorialized.

Immanuel has been most generous in their support for this program.  Last year 109 
blankets were donated in the amount of $545 – great response!  Your gift will be greatly 
received by a needy mother and child!  Thank you.

Your gifts for this year’s annual One Great Hour of Sharing appeal were dedicated on 
Sunday, April 3.  At this printing a total of $314.00 has been received and of this amount a 
fantastic $229.00 was raised during the youth’s Bake Sale.  If you were not able to 
contribute during the dedication and would still like to add your financial support, please 
make your check payable to Immanuel Church, mark for OGHS and bring to worship or 
mail to the church office (P.O. Box 1002).  Together, through our gifts we support programs 
that rebuild communities ravaged by natural disaster, construct wells and sanitation 
systems, teach trades and job skills and offer children a chance to survive past the age of 
5. Note:  A portion of this year’s collection will be distributed to the Japanese 
survivors of the devastating earthquake and tsunami.

It is remarkable how together sharing our resources will change lives!  Thank you. 
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Date Time Attendance
March 6, 2011 10:00 a.m. 34 Adults/5 Children

March 7, 2011 7:00 p.m. (Ash Wed.) 19 Adults/2 Children

March 13, 2011 10:00 a.m. 35 Adults/4 Children

March 20, 2011 10:00 a.m. 53 Adults/10 Children

March 27, 2011 10:00 a.m. 41 Adults/11 Children

March Attendance

Diaconate Ministry

Holy Week Schedule
Sunday, April 17                       Palm Sunday Service 

         with catered breakfast following worship (in the gym)

Thursday, April 21                     Maundy Thursday Service, 6:30 p.m. at Immanuel in gym

Friday, April 22           Good Friday Worship, 6:30 p.m. at St. Matthew

Sunday, April 24             Easter Early Service at 7:00 a.m. 
    Breakfast at St. Matthew
            Easter Service at 10:00
 
Blessings in the name of Jesus Christ!

Friday, May 6, 2011
6:00 p.m. Social Hour

7:00 p.m. Dinner
Tickets are $15.00

This is a fundraiser for the church budget. Please get your tickets in 
advance on Sunday’s at church or call the office to make your 

reservations. 

Mayfest -Annual Prime Rib Dinner



As the combined Call committee continues 
its work to find the right person to serve as 
the next pastor of St.Matthew/Immanuel, 
let’s take a moment to note the earliest 
mention of the need for a shared ministry 
for Protestants in downtown Dubuque.  In 
the early 1840’s, Rev. Peter Fluery arrived 
from Switzerland to work with some 83 
German and Swiss people who lived in 
Dubuque.  Remember, Iowa did not 
become a state until 1846.  Rev.Fluery 
conducted services every Sunday, and he 
hoped that this “Evangelical” or 
“German” (as it was called) church could 
serve immigrants of both Lutheran and 
Reformed traditions.  Based on evangelical 
(“Good News” or “Gospel”) ideals, the 
church affiliated with the Congregational 
Church organization.
Later, a man named Adrian Van Vliet took 
about half the members and separated to 
form the First Presbyterian Church, which 
is now located at 17th and Iowa Streets.  
Van Vliet took in students to train them to 
be Presbyterian ministers, starting a school 
that later became the University of 
Dubuque.
A church building was erected in 1867 by 
the “German Church” on the hillside above 
what is now known as the intersection of 
18th Street and Central Avenue.  Rev. 
Herman Ficke served as the first pastor at 
the new building.  His personal motto was 
“A Christian is a man who can wait.”  
Pastor Ficke worked as he waited, and he 

built a congregation that outgrew the 
building within 20 years.  In 1887, a new 
church was built just two blocks away, at 
the corner of 18th and Jackson Streets.  
After much expansion and improvement, 
that church is today’s Immanuel 
Congregational United Church of Christ.
The members of St. Matthew, energized by 
the recent centennial celebration, recall the 
history of how Pastor Henry Luz led 170 
faithful followers to build St. Matthew 
Lutheran Church (then called the German 
Evangelical Lutheran St. Matthew’s 
Congregation of Dubuque) at 18th and 
White Streets in 1909.  Pictures of the 
laying of the cornerstone clearly show 
Immanuel as the back-door neighbor.  St. 
Matthew is now a congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
In addition to a shared location and 
neighborhood and having in common the 
words “German” and “Evangelical” in our 
history, the two congregations share many 
family relationships and life-long 
friendships.  After 170 years, a shared 
commitment to serving the religious needs 
of the people of this area has led to a 
formal shared ministry.  With our wonderful 
facilities and positive attitude, who knows 
what exciting opportunities the Lord will 
provide as we face the future together?

Note:  the information above is based on 
the histories of the two congregations.

After 170 Years!!!
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Search/Call Committee
At last Thursday's meeting, the Joint Call Committee reviewed two new UCC 
pastoral profiles and listened to the sermon of a Lutheran pastoral candidate. The 
Committee decided to conduct phone interviews with two of the candidates--the 
Lutheran pastor on April 14 and one of the UCC pastors on April 28. Next 
Thursday, April 14, the committee meets at the St. Matthew building.
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Treasurer’s Tidbits
General Fund Envelope 
Offerings

Giving Budget Actual Received Over/Under Budget

January-February $10,775 $8,903 -$1,793

General Fund-Revenue /
Expenses

Revenue Received Actual YTD Expense 
Paid

Over/Under Budget

January-February $10,366 $15,284 -$4,918

The tradition of decorating the sanctuary with memorial lilies is being held again this year.  
For $9.00 and Easter lily will be ordered for you and delivered to the church.  A member of 
the Memorial Committee will take your order before and following worship services, or you 
can call the church office (582-5168) and let the secretary know the name of the donor 
and the person(s) to be remembered.  Orders must be placed no later than Monday, 
April 18 to allow the florist time to respond to your request.

 Check should be made payable to the Church and can be mailed to the church 
office (P.O. Box 1002) or placed in the collection plate marked – “EASTER MEMORIAL”

 Your lily can be picked up after the 10:00 a.m. worship service on Easter Sunday, 
April 24.  Unclaimed lilies will be distributed to our shut-ins.  (Memorial Committee and 
Diaconate Ministry)

PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH (previously known as Easter Breakfast)
          Immediately after church on April 17th, a catered brunch will be provided by 
Women’s Fellowship.
A free will offering will be taken with proceeds to be given  to the General Budget.  Plan 
now to attend by signing up on the sheet in the foyer as we need to know how many will be 
present.  This is a good opportunity for fellowship and nourishment.  If you do not sign at 
the church and wish to make a reservation, please call Phyllis Anderson at 582-9901.

Palm Sunday Brunch



 

THE INFORMER
(USPS 259-580)IS
PUBLISHED ONCE A 
MONTH

Dates to Remember:
  

Sunday Services 10:00 a.m. ; Sunday School 10:00 - 11:15 a.m.
Website: www.immanueluccdbq.org
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